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or too badly laid-out, or for still other reasons. Diversification
might be necessary in places where there is no need for any
decentralisation, i.e. in single-industry towns. Nevertheless, a
map of the " evacuation areas" should clearly distinguish
between both trends. There are those communities which are
ill-balanced because their industries, though numerous, are too
much of the same type, and those which are ill-balanced because
they are single-industry towns; both need different remedies.
The former type will need some " evacuation " alongside with
the " reception " of some industries making for diversification ;
the latter type may need, in the first instance, the " reception "
of additional industries and/or the " evacuation " of parts of the
" single-industrial-population " to other areas. The problem is
very complex and is full of latent snags; it needs careful and
independent research. A solution must, on no account, be con-
ceived from a local viewpoint; otherwise one is bound to come
to conclusions like the following: " The removal of the large
factories out of the city has been advocated in some quarters.
It presents great difficulties. True, it could be fitted into a
long-term regional and national replanning scheme; but con-
sidered from the local viewpoint we see in the foreground the
dangers of so radical a redistribution of industry and private
life, and one that would drag in its wake a great new rehousing
problem/' It is hard to imagine rebuilding Great Britain without
a great and far-reaching redistribution of population and industry;
to look at this problem as a " rehousing " scheme, even on the
largest scale, is a debasing and dangerous assumption which
would, if it came true, greatly help to lose the peace.
The attached map of ill-balanced communities, i.e. communities
where more than about 30% of the workers are engaged in a
single industry, is the first step towards the compilation of the
relevant material. It is merely a suggestive map and still needs
many additions.
The industrial pendulum will swing back from the over-
crowded districts to better suited urban and rural areas. There
is nothing in this change that should frighten us if we carry it
through in accordance with a clear plan, with clear principles
and a clear vision. Just as the interests of an individual enter-
prise must be subordinated to those of the industry as a whole,
the local viewpoint can be productive only if it is subject to the
direction of national planning. Nothing will stop this swing of
the pendulum; its first symptoms are evident already to-day.
And history should teach us that this evolution is conditioned by
forces which are inherent in the relationship of town and country.
The redistribution of industry is one, indeed perhaps the most
important, means of ejiding the antagonism between thejn,